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	The New York Alumni Chapter
of Beta Sigma Psi National Lutheran Fraternity

	
	Ben Bahr, Secretary-Treasurer
7233 W Park Ave. Apt 2E
St. Louis, MO 63117


Executive Board Conference Call Minutes

December 2, 2007

In Attendance: Travis Yee, Derek Robinson, Josh Rieker, Ben Bahr

Quorum met under Article IV, Section 3(c) of the By-Laws.  All decisions from this meeting must be ratified by the next Executive Board and/or General Meeting. 

· Meeting called to order at 7:20PM with prayer by Travis Yee

· Secretary-Treasurer Report, Ben Bahr

· Bank Account Progress

· Figuring out paperwork requirements

· NYAC already has an IRS EIN, but we do not know what city that is registered in or what official name, or anything else besides the number.

· Art Giesler (National Treasurer) should have a copy of the IRS Determination letter which should help us with this.  Ben has requested that be sent.

· We can get an account through USBank which has a local branch in St. Louis and branches in 24 states.  They offer fee-free, no minimum balance business checking (many larger bank chains have a $3000 minimum or a fee of $12/month).

· To get an account, we need to submit: copy of constitution & bylaws, certificate of good standing from MO, 504c document from National, and our EIN.

· Ben is continuing to work on this.  Speed depends entirely on how quickly he can get required documents sent to him.  As soon as he has those, the account can be opened.

· Would like a change to the bylaws allowing President access to funds, so that it’s not just one person who has access.  This would provide checks & balances as well as safety in case one officer resigns.

· Motion made and seconded that the following Bylaw amendment be proposed to the membership: Add to Article I, Section 1(b): The President shall have the right to access chapter funds in accordance with the terms of Article II in these By-Laws.
· Motion passed unanimously.  Amendment will be sent to the membership, with a vote by e-mail or phone conference 30 days following.

· Current chapter funds: We have $130 from the retreat and $40 from dues, totaling $170 in current funds.  We have an open invoice for National dues for $150, leaving a net of $20.

· We’re close enough to getting a bank account that dues and donations are welcome.  Checks can be made out to Ben Bahr or to the New York Alumni Chapter.

· Travis Yee asked for comments, pro and con, about the 2007 Fall Retreat.

· Pro

· Number of alumni who attended

· Perception of better connection between actives and alumni

· Con

· Food quality, portions, amount available

· SonRise agrees that food was bad this year.  There was a new cook and it was her second meal.  They apologize and assure us that food will be better in the future.

· Service project – no more raking!

· Ben suggests that next year we might tell the camp what we’re doing rather than ask.  We might choose to build a challenge element and supply materials, create a bridge, etc.

· Alcohol problems

· Discussion of whether alcohol should be on the retreat.  Some positions:

· Yes, with clearly stated restrictions such as it must be segregated from the active chapter and no one who is drunk can be with the actives.

· No, segregation has not worked in the past and has created a rift between actives and alumni.  If we can’t find a better solution, then no alcohol should be allowed.

· It’s also an alumni retreat, and we should be able to drink.

· Ben pointed out that point 9 of the National Risk Management Policy states: “No alcohol shall be present at any pledge/associate member program, activity, or ritual of the chapter.”  Actives and associates cannot drink alcohol on the retreat, even if they’re over 21, and it cannot be present in areas where they gather.

· We will bring this up to the next general meeting for discussion.

· Meeting adjourned at 7:40PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ben Bahr, Psi-4

Secretary-Treasurer, New York Alumni Chapter
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